
HISTORY OF ALLLCAWZ 

Alca t r az  was o r i g i n a l l y  named "La I s l a  de 10s Alcatraces"  meaning 
1 

t h e  I s l and  of t h e  P e l i c a n s  by t h e  Spanish. Alca t raz  had a long and u s e f u l  

h i s t o r y  even be fo re  i t  became a famous prison.. I n i t i a l l y ,  i t  was used as ' *  

a m i l i t a r y  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  and as t h e  f i r s t  P a c i f i c  l igh thouse ,  both opera ted  

by t h e  Army. 

I n  1868 i t  was des igna ted  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  a s  a p l ace  of confinement f o r  

m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n e r s ,  a p o s i t i o n  i t  held u n t i l  1934 when i t  became a Fede ra l  

Pen i t en t i a ry .  On March 21, 1963, Alca t raz  closed i ts  doors  f o r  t h e  l a s t  

t ime w i t h  t h e  remaining 27 p r i s o n e r s  being t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  Federa l  

p r i sons .  The proper ty  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  National  Park S e q i c e  i n  1973 

a f t e r  being r epor t ed  s u r p l u s  by t h e  ~ e d e r a l  P r i son  Board. 

The i s l a n d  has  served a s  a t o u r i i t  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  t o  

f i v e  y e a r s  wh i l e  i d e a s  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e  use  were d iscussed .  Some i d e a s  

included such sugges t ions  a s  u s ing  t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  a c r ab  farm t o  a United 

Nations Memorial. The i s l a n d  w i l l  always be famous f o r  its p r i son  days. 

Many have s a i d  "its a n i c e  p l a c e  t o  v i s i t ,  but  I wouldn't want t o  l i v e  
, 

there".  Many have given i t  t h e  nickname of "the Rock". 

Today, A lca t r az  i s  a small rocky i s l a n d  f i l l e d  w i t h  broken down 
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bu i ld ings  and p i l e s  of d e b r i s  from t h e  l a c k  of use  and e a r e t a k i  g dur ing  "t: 
1 

1963 and 1973, Much of t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  and g r a f e t t i  on t h e  w a l l s  and 

towers was done du r ing  t h e  famous Indian occupat ion of t h e  i s l a n d  s e v e r a l  

years  ago, but  t h e  

and t h r i l l  s eeke r s  

Park Rangers f e e l  t h a t  t h e  damage was done by hangers-on 

and no t  t h e  Indians.  




