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From August 11, 1934 t o  March 21, 1963, Alca t raz  Federal  
P e n i t e n t i a r y  housed over 1,550 of t h e  toughes t  inmates 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  This self-guided t o u r  of Alca t raz  
fol lows t h e  same pathways t r ave l ed  by many of t h e s e  
inmates. 

Alcatraz o f f e red  no r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  inmates.  Men 
w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h i s  p r i son  because they  could n o t  be handled 
wi th in  o t h e r  p e n i t e n t i a r i e s .  Inmates were given t h e  
b a s i c  needs of food, c lo th ing ,  s h e l t e r ,  and medical 
a t t e n t i o n .  Recreat ion,  a  job,  v i s i t a t i o n ,  and reading 
,na te r ia l s  were granted a s  a  reward f o r  good behavior .  
Poor behavior  was punished by r e s t r i c t i o n  of t h e s e  
p r i v i l e g e s  and, eventua l ly ,  i s o l a t i o n .  During Alca t raz '  
29 yea r s  a s  a  f e d e r a l  p r i son ,  l i v i n g  cond i t i ons  f o r  t h e  
inmates con t inua l ly  changed. The f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s  were 
t h e  s t r i c t e s t .  La ter  years  saw many improvements f o r  
t h e  men who served time here.  Your walk today w i l l  g ive  
you a  s h o r t  i n t roduc t ion  t o  l i f e  on t h e  "Rock." 

1 MUSEUM 

The museum is  divided i n t o  t h r e e  rooms. Room 1 desc r ibes  
t h e  discovery of t h e  I s l and  and t h e  Native ~ m e r i c a n  
Occupation. Room 2 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  pos t  and 
m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n  pe?iods. Room 3 concen t r a t e s  on t h e  
f e d e r a l  p r i s o n  e ra ;  t h i s  is t h e e r a  which w i l l  be  

<iphasized on t h i s  walk. 

2 .  CHINA ALLEY 

The c h i l d r e n  of t h e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h i s  c o r r i d o r  a s  "China Town." B u i l t  i n  1866, i t  was 
used by t h e  army t o  house ammunition. Despi te  i t s  
myster ious appearance, p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s  used t h i s  a r ea  
only  f o r  s to rage  space. 

The rubble  ( t o  t h e  r i g h t )  was once c o r r e c t i o n a l  
o f f i c e r s '  housing. During t h e  f e d e r a l  p r i s o n  yea r s ,  
between f i f t y  and s i x t y  f a m i l i e s  were l i v i n g  i n  mult i -  
u n i t  bu i ld ings  on t h i s  I s l and .  This  provided an 
immediate response time i n  t h e  event  of t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  
ce l lhouse .  These bu i ld ings  were demolished by the  

[I19 LIGHTHOUSE 

Alca t raz  was t h e  s i t e  of t h e  f i r s t  U.S. l i gh thouse  
b u i l t  on t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast. The o r i g i n a l  l igh thouse ,  
b u i l t  i n  1854, had t o  be removed and was rep laced  by 
t h i s  one i n  1909. 

The Federa l  P e n i t e n t i a r y  on Alca t raz  c losed  i t s  doors  
on March 21, 1963. Since t h a t  d a t e  t h e  I s l a n d  has  
gone through many changes. However, A lca t r az  w i l l  
always be remembered f o r  t h e  29 y e a r s  i t  served a s  a  
maximum s e c u r i t y  p r i son  f o r  t h e  wors t  f e l o n s  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  
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