
SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET 
FOR 

DERP-FUDS SITE NO. J09UT002600 
HURRICANE SUPERSONIC RESEARCH SITE, UTAH 

SITE NAME: Hurricane Supersonic Research Site (HSRS). 

LOCATION: The site is located in southwestern Utah, Washington County, 12 miles 
northeast of the City of Washington and 2.4 miles northeast of the town of Hurricane 
(Figure 1). 

SITE HISTORY: The 3,500.78 acre site was acquired by the United States Air Force in 
1955 and disposed of in 1963. The property was acquired in three parts: 2,85 1.68 acres 
transferred from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on 15 April 1955; 647.51 acres 
were leased; and 1.59 acres were licensed for water pipelines from Washington County and 
the State of Utah. Of the leased areas, 643.83 acres were leased from the State of Utah, and 
3.68 acres were leased from private owners. 

The HSRS was acquired for the United States Air Force and was used by the Air Force 
Systems Command initially as a rocket sled test track to run tests on aircraft escape systems. 
The test track was built by the Air Force Systems Command. In addition to the test track 
facility, the other improvements made to the site by the government included an oil surface 
roadway, underground communication network, water pipelines, three explosive storage 
facilities, a quonset hut (maintenance shop), offices, living quarters, and a steel water tower. 

The site was disposed of in two parts: 2,851.68 acres were relinquished to the BLM on 02 
October 1962 by Public Land Order (PLO) 1125; the leases totaling 647.51 acres and the 
licenses totaling 1.59 acres were terminated on 30 June 1963. By PLO 3 122, the property 
was retransferred to the BLM on 03 July 1963. 

According to the Washington County Clerk's Office, the former installation site property is 
currently owned by BLM and the State of Utah. 

In July 1963, the Stanley Aviation Corporation (a Defense Contractor) was the successful 
bidder on the Test Track and other improvements at HSRS, arranged to lease HSRS from the 
BLM and the State of Utah and continue testing operations such as heretofore were 
conducted by theunited States Air Force (i.e., the testing of aircraft escape systems). The 
Stanley Aviation Corporation began testing operations in 1963. 

On 21 May 1965, Sacol, Tnc. (a Colorado Corporation) leased the Hurricane Supersonic Test 
Track facility from Stanley Aviation for testing of its products at HSRS. 
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In June 1965, the Harry Diamond Laboratories (HDL) of the Army Materiel Command 
requested to rent a portion of Hurricane Mesa Test Track facility (HMTT) from Sacol, Inc. 
for grenade and mortar shell testing. Sacol Inc. proposed to rent to HDL (beginning in 
1966) an impact area on the lower mesa. This area was acceptable to Sacol as having the 
minimum likelihood of interference with other operations at HMTT. Socal, also granted 
exclusive use of their largest underground explosive storage magazine and the southwest end 
of a maintenance and assembly quonset hut. HDL leased the subject area from 1966 to 
1976. 

In December 1966, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) of Pasadena expressed an interest in 
renting the test rocket sled devices for the testing of missiles and filming trajectory paths. 
There is no information of an agreement between Sacol and JPL. 

In April 1967, the. Naval Ordnance Laboratories (NOL) of Maryland, expressed an interest in 
using HMTT to test low drag, inert bombs off the end of the mesa. Results of that interest 
are unknown. 

On 03 November 1969, for a period of six days, the Denver Research Institute used the 
Humcane Mesa facilities to launch inert and live disc flares. 

Accident investigation on 06-07 August 1971 at HMTT conducted by representatives of 
Stanley Aviation Corporation and China Lake Ordnance test station. At 8 5 0  a.m., 05 
August 1971, a rocket sled ignited prematurely sending two rocket sleds down the track and 
into the vicinity where three men were working. The sleds struck the work crews, one man 
was killed and two were injured. 

On 12 November 1980, Sacol, Inc. sells HMTT facility to Stencil Aero Engineering 
Corporation (a North Carolina Corporation). 

On 03 January 1986, an M79, 40mm grenade round (recovered in the Humcane mesa area) 
exploded in a campfire injuring six civilian campers. On 04 January 1986, Mr. Ron 
Spendlove, caretaker for Hurricane Mesa Test Site, stated "that Harry Diamond Laboratories 
conducted tests with the 40mm grenade cartridge for the U.S. Army from approximately 
1966 to 1976." Mr. Spendlove also stated "that once the testing was concluded all of the 
leftover or excess munitions had been piled in a cove and an explosive charge placed on top 
of the pile for the purpose of destroying all of the explosive devices. It is apparent that this 
was not an adequate charge, due to the fact that it did not destroy all of the devices but 
merely scattered.. The Washington County Sheriffs Department and members of the County 
Search and Rescue Team searched the area where the first grenade was discovered. They 
found six live mortar shells in the same general area. 

On 06 and 14 January 1986, the 62nd Ordnance Detachment (EOD), Fort Douglas, Utah, 
investigated the HSRS area and discovered seven live M684, 40mm grenades and one live 
M49, 60mm mortar. The ordnance discoveries were subsequently destroyed by detonation. 
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The Deputy Chief of Staff for Engineering, Housing, and Installation Logistics, U.S. Army 
Material Command, states (23 August 1989), "that in an effort to dispose of munitions in 
1969, a burn pit was dug in which the excess munitions were exploded. The dispersal of 
munitions may have resulted from an improper disposal when the excess munitions were 
blown up. The area is a safety hazard to those individuals who might enter the testing area. 
Inasmuch as a serious accidentlincident has already occurred with legal implications, an effort 
should be made to avoid future risk of harm and potential liability. It is vital that a team be 
allocated and dispatched as soon as possible for cleanup in this open and accessible area to 
prevent any additional harm to area residents or any other persons who may happen upon the 
test site or the area adjacent to the test site. Certainly, public safety is our immediate 
concern." 

SITE VISIT: A site visit was performed on 28 November 1989 by Mr. Harvey Jones, 
Sacramento District, Corps of Engineers and Mr. Jim Ferris, Safety Specialist, Huntsville 
Division, Corps of Engineers. The purpose of the site visit was to ascertain whether there 
was evidence of the alleged impact area and possible unexploded ordnance or ordnance 
fragments associated with the site. The site visit was also to determine if any improvements 
had been built on the site or to see if any environmentally unsound practices or conditions 
from DOD ownership could be determined. Deputy Gene Roberts of the St. George Sheriff's 
Office guided the site visit team to the site location. 

Most of the acreage was traversed by foot. A gate put up by the local Sheriff's Office 
prevents vehicular access to the site. The lower portions of the site were investigated first. 
Mr. Ferris utilized a Mark 26 Surface Ordnance Locator to ascertain possible locations of 
ordnance or ordnance fragments. The total surface area investigated was approximately five 
acres. Fragments of 40mm grenades abound in the area, both on the surface and buried in the 
soil. Some pieces of metal that looked like fragments of larger ordnance was also found 
(olive drab colored paint was still visible). The ammunition disposal pit (Figure 2) marked 
on the "Investigational Retracement of the Boundary Between Sections 16 and 21" map was 
identified and searched. Fragments of 40mm grenades were found there and many 
underground "hits" were registered by the Mark 26. 

An attempt was made to search the upper level of the Hurricane Mesa, but the surrounding 
gates and fences were in good repair and signage posted at regular intervals indicated no 
admittance would be allowed. Deputy Roberts had informed us earlier that he did not have 
keys to the upper site. The Sheriff's Office was notified at 1304 hours, 28 November 1989, 
that the site visit team had departed the site. 

Subsequent phone calls from the local hotel to the current owner (Ron G. Chase, Stencil 
Engineers) to obtain information to enter the upper level were not successful (no answer). 
Calls were placed throughout the day, both on the 28th and 29th of November 1989. 

Photographs of the site were taken. 
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CATEGORY OF HAZARD: OEW. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: OEW. The project consists of the excavation and Mark 26 
investigation (fifty yards out to the north, south, east, and west) of the military ordnance 
disposal pit which is located in the extreme southwestern and northwestern comers of 
Sections 16 &d 21, respectively, Township 41 north and Range 12 west of the Salt Lake 
Meridian, Utah. The disposal pit is approximately 92 feet wide (east-west) and 140 feet long 
(north- south). 

In additibn, a survey team should investigate approiimately~200 in a 360degree radius . 

from the disposal pit for possible unexploded ordnance that could have been strewn from the 
original dentonation blast. 
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DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM 
FOWMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

HURRICANE SUPERSONIC RESEARCH SITE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH 

SITE NO. JOSUT002600 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The 3,500.78-acre site was acquired by the U.S. Air Force in 1955. The property 
was acquired in three parts: 2,85 1.68 acres transferred from the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) on 15 April 1955, 647.51 acres were leased, and 1.59 acres were 
licensed for water pipelines from Washington County and the State of Utah. Of the leased 
area, 643.83 acres were leased from the State of Utah, and 3.68 acres were leased from 
private owners. 

2. The Hurricane Supersonic Research Site was acquired for the United States Air Force 
and was used by the United States Air Force Systems Command initially as a rocket sled test 
track to run tests on aircraft escape systems. The test track was built by the Air Force 
Systems Command. In addition to the test track facility, the other improvements made to the 
site by the government included an oil surface roadway, underground communication 
network, water pipelines, three explosive storage facilities, or quonset hut, offices, living 
quarters, and a steel water tower. The site was subsequently used for 40mm grenade and 
60mm mortar testing by Harry Diamond Laboratories for the United States Army between 
1966 and 1976. 

3. The site was disposed of in two parts: 2,851.68 acres were relinquished to the BLM 
on 02 October 1962 by Public Land Order (PLO) 1125, the leases totaling 647.51 acres and 
the licenses totaling 1.59 acres were terminated on 30 June 1963. By PLO 3122, the 
property was transferred to BLM on 03 July 1963. According to the Washington County 
Clerk's Office, the former installation site property is currently owned by BLM and the State 
of Utah. The site is currently occupied in part by Stencil Aero Engineering. 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the site has been determined to be formerly used by 
the DOD. Therefore, it is eligible for the -Defense Environmental Restoration Program for 
Formerly Used Defense Sites, established under 10 U.S.C. 2701 et seq. 

-16 /99/ 
Date Roger F. Yankoupe 

Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
Commanding 
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Figure 2, Project Location Map 
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